Can topical duloxetine be used for neuropathic pain?
Duloxetine is a serotonin and norepinephrine re-uptake inhibitor with both anti-depressant and pain-relieving properties. Its pain-relieving properties are due to its action on the descending inhibitory pain pathways. However, the fast onset of analgesia may be mediated by mechanisms other than the descending inhibitory pain pathways. This study posits the hypothesis that duloxetine may have pain-relieving property by peripheral analgesic effects. Ways of testing this hypothesis and its potential topical use are discussed.